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Abstract: Although Kambar composed the Kamba Ramayanam as a classical Tamil epic, he skillfully incorporated
numerous elements of Tamil folklore that were deeply rooted in the everyday lives of the people. By integrating
indigenous traditions into the epic narrative, Kambar successfully adapted the Ramayana to the cultural landscape
of Tamil Nadu, enriching it with the customs, beliefs, and artistic expressions of Tamil society. As a result, the
Kamba Ramayanam stands not only as a literary masterpiece but also as a valuable repository of Tamil folk culture.
Folklore embraces a wide range of cultural expressions, among which music occupies a prominent place. Musical
traditions vary across regions and communities, reflecting the diversity of local customs and social practices. Folk
songs, though often appreciated for their aesthetic and recreational value, also serve as important cultural
expressions that communicate the shared emotions, beliefs, aspirations, and collective experiences of a
community. They preserve traditional knowledge and strengthen cultural identity through oral transmission across
generations. The Kamba Ramayanam contains numerous references to folkloric traditions, including popular
beliefs, rituals, occupational practices, games, musical instruments, dances, and other aspects of rural life. These
elements vividly portray the cultural values and social life of the Tamil people while demonstrating Kambar's deep
understanding of indigenous traditions. By weaving these folk motifs into a classical epic, he created a work that
resonates with both literary sophistication and cultural authenticity. This article examines the folkloric elements
reflected in the Kamba Ramayanam, analyzing how Kambar incorporates Tamil folk traditions into the epic
narrative. The study highlights the significance of these elements in preserving Tamil cultural heritage and
illustrates how the Kamba Ramayanam serves as a bridge between classical literary tradition and the living folk
culture of the Tamil people.
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ugley Q&WIGeTenTiy.

2 Lpeujsefler C&weo
GCamger BMLIg6m SMLemnUs Famid &OUJ, 2 LpeufsHeafest SOl eumpsHensulles GCuUTS),
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BILGUYUD @evs&Hw 6llg 6MhiS e

BTLBUUD BONEMSSHET S&H06NS &H6L6VME WMMNG SHLbHF @OUMDeT UTHLD UL GID ClLeso
2 (heuld QUMMM BILBUUDE SenGoerilett Heiennenll @& C&HTEug (HhSHME.  SHLOLIFTLOTUIGH
sralwgemng SOINBT GL@ID SO BILGUUDS Samismer WhE SHHGHUD WLHMID W65
GHuiGsELcT  Qemausg  epHwleenmy.  CHFUUOHMILD  SOIDL  LTITLML Ig68T  eN(PLBIWIUHLD
LS 56 SMLL LU (Rereng). &EFDHS &mestGMmesTITLi Q&DHSLOILPTEL LML 6L &6mer
QBMETIIL_Miq U|elTermmy.  &LOUT  eoswme.  @BBTLGULUDS Samisem wWmelld &FrearGomiser  breied
LLGHGCL  Faupddalqul  CLLHSGlY @QeusHwsms  ouewle  STUNLILTSOD  L&Seeo
STUNWILLTSEYD MMHOIIS).

GULSTENS @Qmene WSS 61(H&HS 2 (heu WLIHMUWL @&Cemp Ceibnss. BT (BLLUML
urLevseaflesr ré&sD  geoluml(h, eLUUTLEG Q&  algeusHamsd @&HHEGL  SHhiens  &T6or
UL 6OUUML60&6.  LPQMASEHD  ILS QFTLISEHD  &SOUJ MSUWMID 2 6UMDGET  WITELD
BTLGUUD  W&&afler  eumpaliied  Sia@iueaumisGer.  Gdhelleor  eumpeiluisd  Gseolest  CHTHMLD
aNBHGCHMDLL &weney BMLHLULUDS SHm&&Hefest ST&HSHWD. BT (FULUDEINLIEL 6T60TUS  LD&S660
LULDSSQINGSBIGET HLDLNSHMSSET DOMID HDSHEHMET 2 ML SHIIF GSLILLO(PLD ShiendL LIL 6(LPLD
BTLRUUDS SamIsEhsd@G N&FHDHS 2 STJEnHSTTGSLD.

Quimems &miHg eupUTEGLD Lr,mm&,m&,&,@}m BIL(BLUYM  LDSS6T @u_lmms,mu_l Q&UIeILDTS
GM@UI_EEQIQ.UJG)JUGSGTT AmoeT SMllged HRH QBHSH STLHHEL UETHSIL 2 6Tem  CHEUDMGS6
@Uumeny UTHSTIUSTS BT (GUUDS &HmE&HaMed Famluipld BHINGmM&SHET SHbUFler &eilingseafaib
MNrHueds&soiment. QUBHEASUIO QINLTHSHMET AHSHLTHS CHTEIL.  SLOUPTOMLIGITS S  &lew
UGHsailed &m Qe euflurlh &sraled QFUIIRSHT GMSS GMOIILSGET HMews HenL &&Hemen
GHSTHMEGIL LD 2a] CHHULVEHD QeomisnCeHal 2ajs Smeucd Qg UleuDd GCUTeL @6VMINS [HSIfl 6o
6TeLEMELUTIL QUMMM &HTHHIH Camevi(Herergl. QFuiauDd Sl CHTHM FTUONGLOTE 6D
QUOIUGTE HDUT &MLl QHLLG CHTéHESHSH5E6E).

(CALV S L

S @evsEw wrtled FeNFHmUNenerl QUOM STUTNLWD  SLOUPTOMLIGTID. @&l6L SHLDLIY
uebGaum QLS UMSEHEMET 2 TN &EH @B HSTEYID, DTGNS  euTED  BRISTS
BT GRUUDSFaMISET LLQIMMMUID 2 6Tl SHID 2 (HheuTéHuDd QU@GamL  CFIHHIETETT).  WITLL
SliglitemLufleomssr QeUSHIL  UMEBHFaMIGETES  N(HHFHLD, HSHTH 6T6OTLIETT  HMLOHS(HLINHILD,
BICRUUD Qeoddn, eNemenur (B, QamHled iqliLemLuNed emuid Qeu&HII UMEBSHET UL,
GUME, SILDLDITENETT, 2ANFD, CUETENE 6T6OTENID QELEHHII QUMES FoMISEHLD SLOLITTLOMLITISHL @@L LD
QuuiFlerment. BTLGUUD &SN Gl Hleveyd BHOLNGMSESHEHD FG6ThISGEHLD  CILIGHRISTULILSSH6L
@QLAuUDE Qawigletenmy. BTL(GUUD WW&SeMetT L@UTL(h 2 6wije&Heners SMD LML GG STULIw
LOMh S TSHeM6T 2 60016 &6NT QeueflliLi(h&SuleTen Ty S
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