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Abstract: Silappathikaram is the first Tamil epic. In this epic that is written by Ilangovadikal, there are records of
transgender people living on the margins of society. As Tolkappiyar has recorded transgender people as
masculinity challenged, Ilangovadikal too referred transgender as masculinity challenged. Silappathikaram talks
about ‘Pedik Koothu (folk play)” which can only be played by transgender people. Madurapathi, the deity of the
Pandyas, one of the three crowned Kings, is understood to be in the bisexual transgender form. Silappathikaram
beautifully captures the transcendental imagery of transgender people. It also records that transgender people
worked as maids in the harem for Venmaal, the wife and queen of Senkuttuvan. Besides, Silappathikaram registers
transgender people as trustworthy. Furthermore, worshiping them in the form of deities and through recording
their images, it is clear that the society of the day regarded transgender people as equals without distinction.
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P ETEIEDT

feolugemd  HLOIfleL CHmeaTOIL (LPHL STUNWID. @SSTUNID @6 MD  [HITHMTELOILG 60
PBULLL &I QeTRGCSTAIN ST PHL Q&STUNWSHE, Fepss5Hed allefby Heneoulied eumpLd
Smphensw uHmiwl ugeysst smeliubG&eTmesr. HeoLUSHSTILD SHHRIENSWN]T U 6to6nd HiflhS,
Cug 61601 QFTHSHENTL vl WmaTlL(BSHEMG. Goeid, @&HSTUNWILD WHTTUS QFUWIIDd @ (HLTeL
SeoTenD  QSTEILHTH QHLUMSUW|D USe| QFLSMG. @eieumm HeoLUHSTIHH S(HBHHINSIUI]T
G&MNHG USesmeT YIMLISTE Q&S (H6N] MDSMDGI.

Guig

umed Hifihe W&HSHEHD SUTHMaTSH GMGGWL QFTHHEHD NeiTeuHLMMI. “SYeuuenid  Hiflbhg)
Quetosmid  Q&mesILeuest Cuilg, Quetemd SfhEH e0enD Q&L eueT CUL 68T, @eual([heU(h&HELD
QumgIiQuwy Gu@. @WepeauisEGwL  Ueojumed Quuwly WemmGw Guigwiy GuLl GuU@BS6T  eT6oTLI6H.
Leol&H 2 emi&SuNeLeumGGId LML STL(BLD 2 MILUTEL HPapd CLGIIEILELOTSHSID 160, GLig
eTeTeIld  Quwiy Guigomy GUIG&ET 6T6ITa D  LIGOIUTEL gMm@GLD” 6T6TM  SLOSUUSIINGT &ML
Emg)_léﬁ]SﬁTﬂ)gj (Tholkappiyar, 1956; Puliyur Kesigan, 2014). @g,m ([,DGULD Guig 6T€ifr[D Q&meLE060T QIJIT@G(DG(T
NI SQ&TeTen (Lplg U|LD.
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317U 653fl-&) (15 [H el 60 &>

SITeUMEE  6T6TRID QLI 12-05-1997 SN (PHL QUPRISIULE UGBHAME. UL
meudseu] <j. @rell SUGummgw UYL Ml STaIESIMM SHEUSTEILLTET]. H(HbhmS
(ID  QUWIT HBBRIMS BIHHEH BLITY HUTHETTL 2006-94D eI UTEHD  IM(LPSHLD
QEWIOULL ).

H®nY

QueLwrsEpd M SOHCUTEH Ml NDHG CUGIS6TemD HSD 2 61ar  CUIg LD
SBRIENsS 6TeTMID, QuUeTITEIITL LNMHE WEISHETEND HGHD 2 6mem CULmy  HHBLOL  6TETMILD
SDPEHTMeT.  HBHRMS, SHBHON BHW  QEmeumd  HdHJ 61 @Gy QFmeLELTEL
GO LUGSesTmesty. @FQFTEL 2010-2011 YLD S eBHHaTNL QhH LLTLGSSULL G 6([HSH 6T meoT.

AnhsL Uflgemeo SlgliLenL wimnss Q&msn® SeoliusesmriHed LweiuGSHSHLILL g (HEGWD Gulg
eeoin  QFTL  ohewmasl  LNDHG CLCISHETEOOUIL 60T eUT(IPLD  S(HHRIMBWDMTE GSOSGSLD  6T6TLG)
Qgefley.

S(HHMHIMS 6lqeUGH 6L 6TLD 6T

QETELSMTINGHL HHHRIMSWNTS SNESGL Y HflhG 66rm CQ&FTeL, HeoLILSSTTEHS60
vweru(hSSULL (heTenemng s  SMeam(DigHmG. HeLUSHSTTEHHT LSMTE SO HSH6L  6TLD6T  G6dT
Qaremevd CgmHlemew WIMHMIG Q&MeTeNMTEH GIhIGCaTT(H CUEIEI(HAID STHIH QEHLUUSTEL LHe)
QawwILL (RerTeng).

LeLIUNT LHGLD LG6eUM& FamMmLD

ShEEMLOUNED HFHSHIBENT AGHEASTND HiFuimg

BTl & CaHTLHSH Hend (D&M G Ig LI

LTI BLDLT6s Sleuewimp HLpmHMILI

QuetoTemLOUN 6L ’éﬂlﬂu_lLb QIJ[_f)@lLILb o 63016l 60T (Somasundranaar, 1979)

Uev 2 uNJSHmend SHeU(hD LNehs eUTUINENETT 2 6MLLLIEUEIT 6TLD6DT, H6U6T 63T 660 @ICLL|GHEm6r
rHN&QsTENH, ST C&Tmend QHMhHmey WMHME QSTETMTOeL  BIEwI(PmL Ul CHTeO (LD
BEOSUeDL U (PSP, U6 Qmf&ernm  Brbiemerujanl i Seouaump Gumeol CuisQsmed,
QuesTEmI(HeUld SIS LSTHled HflHemmmest eT6rm @UUTL D 6uflEHeT QFTeLHGTMEST. @&60T CLHEVLLD
61060 SYEMIGG I GGG  CUEIIED((HheUd MRS QEHHHmE H(HHHMS 6lqeIDd 6T6Tm)
giwnefss (WigHmE).

CUIQWIML60- FaHGleUmMSHGHET60 eiTm)

aHG eUMEBSHATL eetTmMesT  CUIQUITL 60  HHBHRMSIWT WLLEGGCD YL &dalgll SadhFHNs
QGHAGSEADE. QUCLIGUITL O Fadhdhl UDHM HeoLLSSTID LHe CFUIGIETOTE).

“gpuutemLd Hiflhg QUeETTTEnLS: CoHTVSHI%

&ITLO6BT Silqul GIJI.q.IJJI'I'I_gllLb" (Somasundranaar, 1979)

sLeOMp STMmGHUNL QL 6L6UELEL NGO HTeaT(penm CHLMDED STaTHSHIL 60T QHTEHEIL L
SLLID WpFHMHasTEn(H UHCEITH 6Ums L 0samen HHNGHHS ST (HHTDMeT (Venkatasamy Nattar,

2018). SIHEL 62(Ih 6UMS QYL 6VME GLIGUITL 6D JMDHETMSI. 6001 H6iT6MLDMI QDG CILIETIS60T60LD
QuOME CEHMLSHFHIL 60T LDGITLDG6TT Slgl GUIRS Fadmd LIGEN HENSHS ST (hEHleTDTE.
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@ H6TCLNEVLD SITLD6T G6iTLD&HMETTE HemMBL (B Sy ctugsiientd Hiflhg Quettiennd CaTeHCHTEH CiguIms
G BIROSWLTSE) Q@he CUgsEFasdHmers HepsHHLSTES FanUUGHADE. @&S60T SMIEOILDTSLI
Cu &sadHenend &TLGCEIME QSTLIY UGSHIHL uMssSLUGHADE. Qeveu LJTens  SHengser
QamevausTUT@LD. CLIGEFagS 6TsiTug LNHETLSHH6 st Qemmeusnsnd GMNHEH HOHEME. NSDHGS
wpeorenry  Guig&enmed L(HCLD Q&HFadsH HePSSHIULIGHES GCaucmn(hd TarCeusmeT AUHFsHHDG
CUIg 6805 61601 QLT ubH(H&HS Geusni(HLd 6T6TM Fam(LPlg U|Lb.

LGITTUSH QFUIaID- QUHUITEL FaM 2 ML WG

LIT6BoTIq WIT&Herl6T  G6euQGUiaume G ITUH QFHUIUSSH6T 2 (HheusHDLL] ShemIDd  @eLeors
QuesTemId @6L6VNS Sl(HBHRIMSHUIT CllqENN6EI €RSHHIETENHTEH FHELLILRHSMTHHENT HL_(HeDJSHSHTENG UL
QamIGCHTAIG.&6T LSl6| C&UIgeTenT.

“6U6LLD (KRG GlumeTesiMLD Lsmiyw| GLosoflulert

QL &m& QumeolbLh SMoen) GbSHwILD
QLGNS D& & QsTEHeumet Lig5HGHmer
QUELEHSHITEL LGNS0 HLIq0ID G &H&HT6L
SesflFSevidL SITMHMID HEMSHEMLOUIET Li6wh&Glenmé
QaBMMMEE Q&IOS GLOIS FHienmeusd
QUTMHGCHTL (B surbLesT QUITHIUNCL QUIT(HLILI6T
GV HLpG G (Somasundranaar, 1979)

GIEOTSSTIILSS60 S (Henrsd HTenGUTNeL Heuenid GEnTenil sTflGHSLUN6T SeueT NedTLMLD
GCarerhl SiEhd@ (p6iTerl] BLbG WOHUMaNS SHmFamwls C&FTOID CHUIaID WGITUSUWITSLD.
Qs wHITUSH QFWIQID QEHuUTed FammLig. QL GH M&UNL SHTOMJ LB, QLG M&UTEL
Qar@eurEnd, g HTedled aff&sLpMID, QL& &Tedled 260l QFUILD mmmE DL iemhE)
SMLE SIeN&HDMY. cCaUhSTHaTN6L 6(heUTTeT LITeilgUIf&Hafer @Geoaglald WHFTUS. Q& ESiaILD
@ (BUITEL H6ETTEMLD SMLDHG SH(HHRIMSIIT 6UIGIDTES Q(HLLMG QeThRICHTEIG & GDUNEGH M.

S (HBHHIMHSWT 2 (He) I6MLOLIL]

UEhA BT GHe0 HLemL & smemgulled Carsti QFRIGL (Heustt LGSeN QFUIOID ST ESS
&0 (hHHMEL UHey QFLEDMEG. SR affsmg HemeobrlLebd euLfHams BIESeT L)
UL QuIBSHGHE QFeim) SHTHaFI  LOETETISmeTSH CHMMHGHFH QIWISHL &LOLHGHH Hhians
mmMed BiiueL Qsig Qg siiHeng CHreEHS HHUSTDTsT. Heuall GHHd g fluit CLiq 6T 6T6Tm
SHBRIMSIT 2 (heu Senliy eifleurs CUsILGEHMDS.

“G(HeMNB S WGHETUGR L RIGLHEL

UTHS @(RHW QAF(LPMISWIED Qb(HHIS 6T

eNiflQeueior CHML(H CleuamsmIenss Gleufeumiis

GL & alifleusmner gL 6nLoLI LIeneund G et

eueriflem euesT(LPEm6eL Germfluled LhletresNemnL Ll

UL && @ﬂ)l.q_ %mwﬂ Guig Guimr@®” (Somasundranaar, 1979)

6T UMLedled CuMisHaGHed HauGaul b U SUNCWMQUI UTFTSHMETLD  SMIGHS
Fahgeuld  Qaeueurl ULIBHS QUi Q&euenL Wit  CUMETM)  SHENHEHLD  CeUGINEFRIG
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CoHMLaMsHFHeUTHEHD  Qeueiemenll UMHSE@HD  SHeubhs 6UTWD MSHEUMETUIL  Sl6TNHS MEHSHEHLD
SIMEFUID  cpmFeL CumeTm CHMEHD SIPHW  @eTomyyDd LT @6mL WD LML &LD  6T6THID
sreoe  QienNhe WHlw HGBHRDSITSHMEND M&HE g GCegefsn afjiib GNHHE Camp
LIT6BoTIq UL LDGBTEOTT&6IT HNHEHIL HEBILILIK TN 616N FarMLULGHME)!.

378 Geusvaromefledt AHSLILT SHT6U6LTTS H)(IHHTI6EH S WY

SeoliuHasmgshHed SRS GMNEHH BHHHL STmHUNL  CaId @  udey
STELUGHDE. QHL HHHRMSWI(HLD HTH Ceouctuiomenest UHSLULT LeNUGOLTIISETN6D  62(H6UTTE
A whgleenesy st GOIUNL 55585 LHeneusd SIeun(LIqHmE).

“LOMESIDGE SMHGHID 6ulfl Qeu6wsr &FMhHGID

FasOIlD GMEHLD CSHTEIIL 60T €9 (BT

QUETITEUOT(LPLD  S6TaT6vuT(LOLD LOGLILILYLD LI6mETUTLIGVILD

Queter siemNl CUIg I Jh&H6T 62(HE M) (Somasundranaar, 1979)

61601  UML60le0  QEFRIGL (heustilest  eneoreNd  SipHwjomest  Geuetoromet,  Gleuesoreusnevm
SMEIISNHG BHeomrupmm euGBHGSIDTET. eflafEid ouemenied SieuNhe LNLCLIGISET LDMiGH6D
aNan&emns 6 UMDSH G, RHUSSHD WHGT eeOlLD WMHNMFU|D ULummsnog Sl UTHLD
(] I PLPSSUPLD DG H S\ (15 &&\6dTM 60T SVGNH & GLpLemLIL|LD Q& miunev T(LPGID
QEUTIIFHSHUTHMGUID Fael(HLD SHemaT(hd ¢hd HOEHemeny. SUCUTH CQUEIICUTEL PG LI
SHBHRIEMSII]  GEUULICLIT HEMETU|D  CUTFLOEV]  LOTMELGMETD  ghd  HMPleTmeny.  TeoTm)
FamIQUGeT  cpeold  SHHBRIMSBWT SO  SIHSLUUTRISND  UTHEGL  LewelenL &eit
QEILUT&HETTS @\([HHSIETErTen] 6T6iTLmS SMUI(LPLy HMEGI.

(Plg. 6601

Qs EGeogulles euruileons HeoULSSTIOMNEISH QeUTSHT6n SHHHRINSUITTS QBHSHT] 6T6Tm)
6hd @ Bumjud GSOUINLBS Famaldemen  6laTLg Qg alleurdmg.  QHTELSTLILIY
SHBRIMSIWIMT yevend Hiflhs e6rm CQFTeLeLTL GMUNL (ReTeng CUTEHTCH @QeMhIGEHT6IG & @EpLD
Shenenn HiflhS sTmid QEFQFTLML L&6| QFWIGHIETONENSHS STEILPLGHME|. SW6TTe0 HeLLILESTILD
SBphensW) LG YL sdalqul CUgsd FaddHenerl uDHM CUGHME. LPCoubHSHTSHaN6L 62 (I eurTen
LImeuoTiq WIT&HeflerT  GeLGFUiIaUd WGHITUdH @@BUTEL  SH6iTend  SMDHS SH([HHHRMS 6l EILDTEIS)
6TLEMSS  QHFHEIQASTETT  (PIGAMG. S GHRMSWFET 2 (hey Ssnwlenl  WH&F  HoUums
@semuNwd  udley Qeuwiglererg. CQERGL(heueilsnt LemeTaNW|D  HFAWTET  ColGILDTERSHE
ShsLLUTSHSeL UsmaNenl Qeuwiu|d UNLCUEISaTSHaD HHHRIEMSWIT LNCFIgeTensy. @\&er
cpeuld  HBBHRIMSIWT STt BHUONGMSEHG 2 FlealfsHenns @QIbhHSIETen] 6eLamg Ml
W &G 661G HeLLILSSTILONETS H(HHRIMSIINT BHLOLGMSSEGHW (heurTs ude| QFISMS).
Cgild, SiujfeEmeTs gl eallgelled UALLLL U, Salfeeflst 2 (heu SimLamuu]d ugey
Qeleudlenr  cpeuld  SsTemMWE  Fewpsd  Caupunr® Qe HBHRIMSIID]  FSHLONGITS
HSH([HEHME! 6T601LIG QFaTleuTHme.
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