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Abstract: Poykayil Yohannan, better known as Poykayil Appachan and Sreekumar Gurudevan (1879-1939) was
one of the unparalleled renaissance heroes in the history of Kerala. He made various and intellectual contributions
for the liberation of the Dalit people of Kerala through songs, Bible commentaries and social activities. This paper
explores his physical and spiritual work for the upliftment of Dalit people and his role in the construction of Kerala
Renaissance. Without the backing of formal education or scholarship, he gained knowledge from life experiences,
learn to read and write on his own, overcame adversity and became a social reformer. Liberating Dalit people with
his eloquence and rational analysis skill.
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