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Abstract: The Synod of Diamper is, arguably, amongst the most significant milestones in the history of St.
Thomas Christians in Kerala. This Synod was convened in the church at Udayamperoor, Kochi, Kerala, from June
20 to June 26, 1599. As is documented, it was Archbishop Alexis De Menezes of Goa who convoked this Synod.
200 decrees were passed during the nine sessions which were held during the Synod; these decrees, /n toto,
became a turning point in the history of Christianity in Kerala. Primarily, the Synod of Diamper was a
religious/theological one. However, its subsequent decisive role in the history and culture of Kerala also gave the
Synod a social face. A close scrutiny of the canonas [canon] reveals that these decrees were formulated with a
consideration of only Christian practices that were prevalent and familiar in the West [Occident]. In a grimly ironic
sense, the canonas overtly attempts a coax-hoax, whereby the Christians of Kerala would be coerced to follow the
rules of the occidental version of Christianity; and this disciplining would be aided by various methods including
expulsions from parish, ex-communication, etc. One big fallout of this scenario was that the Christians of Kerala,
who till then had a variegated co- existence with different cultures, were forced to take up an exclusive and
singular notion of Christian culture. Through these canonas, many of the existing socio- cultural customs of the
Christians of Kerala were abolished; an attempt to sculpt the socio-cultural life of this native populace and bring it
in accordance with the image of the Christian that the West upheld. This article aims to reveal the methodology
through which the Institutionalized Western Theological-agencies, by means of constant surveillance and an
enforced seclusion-exclusion axis, exerted power on regional and native Christian group.
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cujoumalol@dem GaldB 2NN &HID e lelyes afledaumo 0.21Q) M.
CHOGBONBM OO  BRMMEM®BE  (LBHBIW]  mileclensmeam)  6aldd.o)n@
©3220/16MIS  BRGAIHHSRM). Galdd 2N ©IRINNEMIS &0 AAO®o  (aletljdaila]
22nM1eao® eI jemm Medlenanm mldaimnslmoies] 62086 oMM 1End0m
MPoNEI® KMOO® M1AeR 166y,  MEEAEMOM T  Motd@ @D 1M Is@lgpom  Aflwow 1@
®1dbaf)o MOWIEMEAM aglenem eI (@D QM MSOTYMD. @RWEhIERISMEBWDHE)
(a2 UD @ 16607 3OS 021ROMW NWBa PBHE10  NEEOMFONM@IMIM  BHD ] af)m
aRHA0  MYHlapeddas  Oldbajlo  0NDEAUABROIERM  AflH®OOD  O(DaloadW]
@M@l {lo] GewWledIclnidgorlonoloo®es Alladuwmeasag eneP@Wa 6.21QM;.

GRWI1SBIEOD N0  a)O)MIEDEN  MEBOEBBUWD  BHIEMIMW @M ld)eH186)HM®)o
0.21QMENS.  BRWIM 1B:M®OS BINAIW]T Afl®IMo (aldaila) Sallsd @I &M lales
OO MIWIAIEYM@. UIEIND OB M 18611 AUGYMAIBOS Gald)1NIM0, @d6edE)M

268R)M L6 QNwEd0weBBM, ) MIMVI® 186 MU0 af)emyo Gal@®)H8)o,
afladaneom MoenImu ] g QNwE0EBRMD N YT 881 leel
GRONEBAZMOMNIMW 1 2)88  alJRERAIW GO |ROMARSGD  @360d  ~lgglwlayo
mu afleemmaay QU j QUm0 0.21Q)H®)o @O 1Mo NSUBeUE 1500
2 OMAIN SO SH®Y0 0.21Q) ;. “@RO @O NSOB @ 226022261V

OYENMOUQOS®Wo  EPEBRMOURISWo  BRA]MOOGROCNNS®o  MAIOMISY MOS0
&8I0 Yo MOMNRo N3 [P0 00OUSO®o ONUMo. UDWEo  ENAUGPo: EMIMD AN
M aIgg1Wes @Yol M &dalo (@ GlAUMOETI eOMSOm flom enmIs®y0
MOS0 AHOM MIM ABOE ®IM @eeMIEIMI &S 0. Al eMIS® ENMIdo
eOMIMo )Mo  GRMIMOO 0o al3dNIEM OMOO &Ballo NI,  ~lgglwleal
Dol @B aRMOdo WMl AMalFEOIVALS HEMEE OBIS)BOWo  OUMo.” af)ay
22622261 o RN OGOV G CGOIAASIOMEMOAM, QUfOUMA 6.01QYMY (©.MVg.8D., 1994:154).
SH)MUMIBNEEYMAUROS  Gal®o  Qflauenpe Mesla] GRAIEOSNIME  GROIM  6a]
0D {l0H®o  “@OQIO  af)SQAUBWI@M  B2IM  &oalMIBlaly  aflodsldd @B
200100 {la] algHOIEMO0  &)O1  OBHIMRAUM  &HIFAM” QAM  @MITVIEO MO0
(«1DWIM 0ODENO ] (M @Iilenm  miene  eaV@PWIel  GBOIe  B&HIEMIM® @
GE6UOAISOMMM).  AlADAGTMEIGYM  AUWIAUIE@IBES Galde alfluEemglo aflaidano
MO0 1@ @YD ®Wo AUBHMOYo af)MMIU  MWaOl®o 1881l @  ©udaq|s;omemeay
QUJQUMNOAIS)O0RM,  (©.MV.42.,1994:197).  GEaDWIAClond®  aaleges  Hlallmeoo
(&HA0[SYOMEMDP)0  GRO  “90eMIn|8S1®WOS  BRSOYEEo(M(MUBIWo) (& |Wd:8)o
OSOOUNo  BHENSHAIB0D  ONUSODYo  OOUMO” (9. MVY.D., 1994: 219)) af)M)  BIGMIMW D
GO SO 22(@2g), a()$00m RV O &HEBBRE0S 2@
e00GUeIMEA lemA lMonaiomiloal MM HMMIMIWMI® 4 GIOIMOMOLOINE  Ballo
00Ua [l e0amo. @RYSEOOTIMOO e ROAIOYHBD  « ROOMDEEID(HHAOT IMMHMVE 2]
(SHBHBNSRMB MO0 (a1d0oBAIMYB®IM M.  MYMaNEeIMIMen  GREocE MO 1alo
GROIMOIM  MEEgMEINOD el ~lo@®S)O0  8MEBBOELPAIO)0  Mlwadaielleeld
B0 @)OMEMo  af)M  &HICGMIMBEIT  dI6Mo.  “QUM &I JOOMOSHINS O ilRIG 10seMnsm
a)oa]0)o Ofl®d@ley GROIM (PO BI0IQYOMO ENOSMMN Ballo ENOFa] f)RJdNIM)0
0aldB)OMDD B e  0alW0SNIBB)BH®0o  BRO” (.. &,  1994:111), “0BEVAIM
mmaneedmIm  aflglenen]sy UMAIe GO  cal@dHawlage  &OemIMmIaye
a)9)0M0n]s MIMa0OBIMIM  Bal) EOMIO®  0aldBHO)D® )M  ULHOOD 1IMOO®Yo
Da0O0IMOO®Yo  (IDRIOMILID0  0A(@I0a2ellomd @GR  &@allenea]sy” (©.0ug.80.,
1994:245).  a)R0 10D S, Ballpd  GeOINE0  camdemIgOm MO  dltemcladeo
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2 RAORIO SO Galoe)8a8 msalslleyes M DM @lSHEMOD) 1810586
GRW IO IEWINOM M0 e NWHCIONI® 2O YBH@IORSH@IEN  &BICMIMBW.
@ lctem0 120 qeaalmdmy 6B HWYo UL | SO 0D Q=T Takelu)g

M0 1660 IS) @0 ©21Qy Y.

Conclusion
MDD IN U BB 18603 QOO0 M0 mlela10s)&gd6m GaldB 23 M) &I
CHOIO0 1@ QUjQIMNdalMo  6.21QRIMNO). CHOGO0 (S OUOD @pmyudlellalajgo

€ltamlon sy o0 1@yo @RW 1&20EIH ©aleWIUI2))o GROM)OSCATD @R lal® fo
MamIdOmM,.  aEBM OIS MINZOld  (UfIal0OB08 GREBOMOM®Yo M d]exem
aflew@adsnymalmmes mlwadalalle Mmsapes @i st ¥ Elaime ad(@o
Mers  MIMaNEEIM  GROAIMIMILMO.  0alDOMEAG IGWIASWIEN @ 1AIMEBRUD
NOSI) ag)am GONIDW jo mleim o) HICMIMBHE )OS GRW1&HI® 16O
OO0 PENMMIMOQREE  (vaadem 30| )85) OO @ MSalS1OMINE  LIHH (QISEMO).
GaldB oM @dmdAllNen  GRWled0aIBlWld e &SI addalda|@ies  GRODIW
soaleflape mQlesiemomilapadem @eERUd )M GOIM@ S0 1 aR8N s GRW®:I0
OO 1M o0 MV A DOV |0 o leimdomyam,. AP GRW &I §UTUNO®
MmO H®Y)o SISO IMMMVE L]  aROI®  GRWIGIOMIEHBO L  OMEBRe8
A lIGBlBHEMIODBAOIW]  (ICWIN 2]y  OSIMNZPAEM  OBWoBGIOID  MYMaNEBIM MO0
SHICMIM D MR 8660|310 166M . BEMdSMUND IMEBRUD A1) 86 1
20IW]BHI0OB 1100 MUSHNOI (YA @IGMIMEBE I (aldSDIdEYM@).
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