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Abstract: The ancient Tamils held very high ideals regarding family life. For them, virtue was not just a part of life;
they considered the practice of virtue throughout life as their guiding principle. That is why they called family life
'Illaram' (the virtuous life of a householder). Although they respected asceticism, they considered family life to be
superior. They believed that family life itself was virtuous. They conducted this virtuous life through the institution
of the family, because the family unit serves as a great force that drives society. The family structure distinguishes
humans from animals. It is considered the foundation of human civilization and the bedrock of culture. It is within
the family structure that a person experiences the creation of relationships and the love that arises from them. The
fact that Thiruvalluvar dedicated a separate chapter to family life in his work on domestic virtue reveals the principles
of the Tamils regarding the family, which is the institution established by humans to attain contentment. The purpose
of the family is for the individual to transcend the boundaries of their wife, children, and relatives, and attain a state
of mind that shows compassion to all living beings. That is why the poets of Sangam literature, when expressing
inner emotions, have done so in connection with nature. The objective of this research paper is to present the
thoughts of the Tamils regarding such a family life.
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SOp smes QevsHlwniser  @ueuLmuilgd  au(hHSHEHHEG  Geumear  QGTeETemLD
QUMTUHSHMUWMGLD. @LSHHMKIGDOT HTLHMSG ST (KD HEUITEHUITlG. 6T6 UMLPLILY. &S SHH60L
Blevallw &@&HGISH6T, HHNa s pdlmel QesHlusHe udley QFWWOULIGHEHGLD. eummesr
aflwrs &LbHG &mugdled MHawhgHmel GMSH AMHG QsTeTaTELMND. HLOUPE FHSHLD
THJASTIL ULCoum H&HGHeL&HMmeT SO @QevsHHWMmGET euruileons SIMHG QSMTETaTEOMLD.
QeTMMEG UEHED 6T6TLG 2. 60&MG WIAUGL FEMSHHONSH MEGMG. LEHFLD @
2 ugamailw  H&sons 2 HAuGHGeTer @M Gl OIS FPHEHHD gHULL
UEhemseT GMISHFID WEHSHET Saubemm dHIAsTEIL el GMHFHD UEHEFHTLSHH 60
QuomuuLL BIL&eT GMNSHHID Q&L Gamyuilsy alleundlssuu@Elarmsg.
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&@GLOULD 6TETEILD SIGLOLIL

& g6 HTHTHD QeLELMDED UTNHS A&HSTLGHH6L L GH6L Mo UTLPHS G
Bevemev. HMIGUSHMD(E oY HIPEID, LMLPEE GMSWLD 6THIEG HOMLEEHMCHT MICSHELEMD 6lg.
3plg HAHSTET. UGHEML gHULL &Hmerly &7 AoLHCUTEH O] UMSGS FJ @LLb
GCameulLLL §l. HG QL SHIHL QUTG2 ML EOIDEF FCPSHD FHTeUGl STAIHEF FHGHLOMS UMDHS
weafgHer HE&EA&HM wmarall, GHms, CFTHH erar eumyp WHULL GCurg GCamermiw,
QerggILenng FopsL gHuLL CuTCsH G@HWLULD eaim Jemwuamu gHuBGHHs & meurL e
Treumd. @HemerGuw /B  (WTCaIsefledl  uMTP&MSL  UMMETHMIHIHTMET.  LIGITEHL L
Qe & Ewmnseafled GHLULD 6T QFTELEMLEH @LEMEV. JLETTEL JUDMMEG @enewrimer @ev,
L6, Glg & QFTH&HET @L LD QuUbHMI6TETE.

24,@YILD QUYL CEFHE UMPSHMS HLGHFHID GHLU MmLUMmUS SLOIDE &TeiTCMmITY s 6l
@evevmId eTETMETY. SHevoTauet, Leneall, QUOHCOTY, GHMGSHET, 2 HMMY, 2 mealer) ererm
QAsmLflév emweug GSHLUL. @HHMeW GGHLU MULINEG 6T TCMH SigluemL. g
Br&f&sSHET JGLUUMLITSED LITUTLIG6T HmeusseaTarmasab &@HSLLGIG!. HELELTEUMNmM
Blen6TSHSHa|D Sl 6TEOU@IMISET LgWTeL QHSS6ID ST aff 6T (HLHMS 66D 31&H&mMmUuiled
ST QFWEM6L LOMELL MO QFWIW 2 §alb muuns GGHU0U Q@mHSHG. GGLOULD 6@ Feps
SIMLOLILITEL QUETLOMGN R(h FNHHMG 2 (HeUTHS (WIGU|LD eTedIm| BHLOLGMSHES Q&ML 6. (b
BranwdSlet @@ USSHIGET GUTL SHaueugd Leaarailb GELULD eTaETE@ID  mLOLmL
UMgI&T&S FalgleUI&ET 66iTUME eueTEhau] @evsvmailwedled Famlujerenmy. Qemeu HLOWPTSerfledr
2 6TeNGHmG HetlG AMHHASTEIG FaMwg CUTEL @HSHSHHTME).

B 6L6UMLDEUITEHT 6T6ITLIEUGHT QGHTLEVSHSTY, QFlIeuUDd, all(hHGI, R&HEHED ETETID 161601 S MG W|LD
GUTHMILD HLEMLD 2 6NLICUGT “SHEUWISGIET EUMLPEUMTAIG 6UMLDLIGUET, QFIISGI6T meusbsU UL,
GlOUUTHAUTEHEGD QUHHTIHGLD 6UHT FleMETWTeuTel, AMABMUTleL eumpemeu HLSHHETT6L
GImeumG Cxeameuullsemev, FeTememuyd imeuldluiled BLGHHSQ&TENEG HNmmyun AMABMIuileL
QesgHTm  gimellenw eail.  elevemd 2 emLweust, efhCUm ML (LPWELEUT(HET
SHEMELIITWIEUEH, eumPeunCry Sleuedt (WWHHAWTEL, CHHWD QUITIHET eTeLELMD HGH UK G
2 geusm@, eram @eveumpsamasuilst Cuarmwemw, GhULUS FHOLDIGHES Geouctoriglu
QurILY&men TR SHGIMISHEBTMT] eU6TEHeU]. ABMHGEF SMEOIMTS

“SIGTYLD SIME@ILD 2 ML GGHTulleht @eLEUMLDS M
LIGUITLLD LIWIGHID S1G)” (GMeT 45)

TETMI  eueT@EHeuy eumil Qumflemw WeTGermy Qumflenw QuIErGuTsL GUTHMIEUGCSH
SiMiweomd (Parimelazhagar, 1974).

Fhs Qeu&HEHWGHL @eveom&&etT GLO6IT6MLD

Qevaurp&msuilett CLOGTEMDMW  QUETEHEUD WL R Fameileemev.&Mmis  @)60s SIS S eor
SiHGemen LML eL&aflgid gLilGsefler eumpailwed eN(Pilwmser uFallsElL&ElTme. 6ueTEneul)
FaM&Ealgll QoM QABM LUDHMIW HHHHHHET HHMEULD Fhis @ev&HlWwniseafled LTHGHIUL G
FOLSHHTME. GTLLD MUPLD 2 ML WEUTHETTS &6wureuci-oemerall eumpe] emow CeauesBLd
I  SHPlT  eueT@heuj. &Mhms QEGHIMGEHT SHauTaU@ID LWamaTalud WaTALTS G|,
GevremeulleM, sp@heuj Mmevafled sp@heu) WeaTAmeE, @Uheu] T Hlpeny L@ eump
GeueutT(BLD 6T6ITLIGHEME LIV LML 6L&6T T(HHGIS STLBH M, GMIHASTMS LML 6L €6t Losmerail
G601 sevreustt Lig) Q&mesTBeiTen isiTemU e @GSN UMBUNL IMLOHBTM ).

“@emio M LMEHLD WTullg)b

BwrlwiyQyest & 6v016160 601
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wimeTm W FOmeh &HCHTLIeuGer” (GSMIH 49)

TEIM| FaMIUSTSH JMDHGlETang. @HS UTLEOL QFTLQALTENITES &([HSHGISH&H6T LmShH|
SHLGHGMEr.R@m Wwemerall Gt Seawvteustt g Qemam@herer HG SlsThlener T (B S GG
STLBUSHTSH SMWHGETG. L, QLU mid wrean® SPbHSHETEr 6r6iim BB ID eTMHI6L
umemeu GUTEL eUMDHG Seworeuedt LoemearallmeL WL BGCWL @FHmeard Q&FTeL6L (PIgU|D. e GlareafleL
&ewuredet Loemerall 6T 2.Mey HHleQraim c@hHraldd ghubGeug @6Leme0 6r6Tm| [HLO
Qe &gt samiHearmer. uev Himeailseflsv QAHTLIHG eUIHEUG 6TETM] &(hHH6uri.

weiremerl  LNmeilseafléd  samauar-oemaralling  eUMpHHEUTHET 26am6T  6U6Sl6HLOWITED
WBan(BLd Fa@HTMer] eT6iTm BTG Hemeveuam H6ir g Q&ML HMHL HevsHmid Aulg)
aUraEHme all 2 Wihsg BT alerameud SMLIgeID WOGHeF erarm FHamevall et CHTLHUIL LD
FaMISIHTMITET. HMTGHEL 6T6ITLG QeumId 2 L M) SO SI6TMI Gl TLEVMUMMMUILD SHLHG HHUFI.
FHTEUG IIGTUTE LWATHTL 2 wihg HHUG. @@ QueanaihE Hmwean gyer LHleTwn
GhmauGCUM| gmuLL. KD Sleuarg @earamd [l LMMHY UEHEHEG LUGaNGLomear o
CaMHMHME 2 Leomarg gHUGSHHNBLD. T anIHEG CpUy  GeLev Q6L gHUGBLD.
BQHmeT HETL. Lvau(h& G gCam CHmarmMull(hé s Gousm (L. JFHmianLw lgLuemLuiled NMHsCs
@b5 HOMEMET LTL 6D,

“SieouTeuih CHHHIW eUGT(LPEmeL HemFlenId

QumerGeory Goesfl W esefluNDHOTLDHS

HTQT(RM FanlhGHev Heoywn®h (iglflein

558 Geombywd) L,5Cs CLRT"(BD-10)

eTeorm| UTBH GO (Balasubramanian, 2004). IGTeUG Henevailuileir 2 L 60 IPEG LMMIHEI, HEOY
CASTLIG WME IeU6T ETGCUTFHILD SHMELHTET FHemevallenwd HeorLeuet GUTEL &HM&HS Geuevor(hLd
1G] HEUTaU6Tl6H SHLEOLD TEHTLUMSGS Fnmieug GUITEL @UUITL 6L SIEMLDHGIETENG).

@@ QU6 G6tT HHeng afilged QEHSHGLAUT(PG QA&seus AMUCUTEH EUTLDEHTDT6IT.iHGLI
Quezar F@poewd Q&g Q&TaENE SHaueudt el (h&HGF QFLHMTET. JI6U6T LOHS & 6uoreucuiledr
GGLUD MW HDG. uDIenLOWllsET SMJaons @ braflldd e QuTps 26| WL HGELW
3UEHSHGSH FHML55FI. NbHG 2 TIEHEUL|D QUIT(PGIOMD 2 FIEYID UPSESESHMSULL gHUBSHHS
Q& TesoTLITelT. SifhG FlGTULOME Hlemeouilevild H6iT afilg60 HOLHH PG CUITEITH 2 630T6M6U 66T
@@ CUTGID Hlen 6w S s SleLeme6v.

“CIBMETITL. QSM(LPHET (SlaeuD WM

QaTH6HS SHMHS ASM(LPEBCFTH| MIeTaTTET

@(PGHY HieTTRsSmeL CumevLl

QUT(LPSHILLNISHITTTYILD HMILLG] DWW EEL(HD110)

M @G HHMiemesTL LML GELU aumimwaw AUHCHTHSGLMMES CUMLYS FalqWL
@@ woaalullgimLw Hmhe UaTUTL L ellearéh@GHeTmg| (Balakrishnan, 2004a). @@HUUGCHT (1
ML AMHCW HfHH SpID CUEITEYILD (LP-SGISHASTeTT Coustor(RLD 6T6IM HLPL 6UhH
QUIT(LPGID SisTTleTmeL e UMLDOIGCH UTLDEHMS 6T6iTM| AFTOLQIFME He01FHAHTeM (Balakrishnan,
2004b).

&ewauet HeoCumgl Heum| QFWIHTYID Sleuenear Qeumitug) weaearallullgiemLw @uicoueT)l.
SleirLilarmeL eusment HHGHHCou (pweveumet FHemevall. FMmis @eusHElW LUTLeLS&ML LTSHmHWIT
Nfley QEMELEIHIGHM LMLEL&ET 6T6LELMD Homevall Herg Seveuciledt Slciremu L (HGLO
hl6n 6016 E M. Sevmeustn g aursHdalg CHTULD Fnl HMG CHISH U6 (LP&HSHMS LIMTEGLD
Qum(pgl wemHFH eNGHETDG T LosiTENSHSH6L T@ID UTmUS GOILNGH DG
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GGU aumpeailed GYHme E Fcvaud QUMILDEL LD

&@LU aumpey GWHemng Q6T (LR UM LMEV. GLPHMS @eL60MGHoUT LS 6T6TILD
hr&s5HHGL Curaugns Qhg FwwHHar BLOUGMSSHE FamElaTMar. W&HSL QFeud UMHMS
FaDeUbG EU6TELEIT,

“Gpev @eflgl W Qeflg) eTeiu FLD LO& &6

LLLPMEVE QFT6L CHETTH )"

6T FaMBGIOTY. Fhs QesHWGHO UDBTHTHMIEL QUEBLD Q&F66ud 2 ML W6
uil@id, AMHe 2 mallamfsmenud &HMHHMmFHUD QUDMGHSTEID, SAMauMIHs WHSLCUM)
B6L6meV TERTMTEL QUMLDGMS (LP(LPEOLD QUM TS T (Ilangumaran, 2003). &his @ev&EWG 6L
‘LWSHGD WESMmET QLCLMTHGU LWSGMD Qe0emevd SMD euUM(IPD HTGOT 6T6dTM] LIM6sorig Ul
LOGET6UT 60T ForMFGTMITI.6TTCOU LO&HG6T GLPHHEF QFeveudHleir Qeflenoemwl MIweOMLD.

“@L6mL 2 60555 @mewmhHb alleTrhid

LOMIEMLOL LIWLIEYILD LOM|ES6HT 6TLIGILI

Cemd ellmpud QFuFET STLH&

@reuj UwWhHG CFLDLOEVT“ (15.66)

6o @HS SASHT@TOMIL UTLEL GO 2 055G GG LMD 26085585 GLD
GHMGHFCFLAID 6TETUG GHMMOULTS CFLAID 6TaTUMS AMMISHHMG|. 26160 Q& TevorL
STOWWLD HHMSHMWUWLWD @Ma&H@GL SpMMeLNs GHimg allamii@Galms &BHT@IMHMILLTL 60
GMUTGHF.

(B HCHTLOLIEL

ST S eumpeailed allGHCHTLUN WS 2 wWih UmTurs alleThidlwgl. all@mhCHTLDLIEL
uesoTilenest HILLLOMS B SHeucilsHs Geuan@d. (WasbhHflhe Chr&Essds Gampuwnd ell(bhg ererml
QUETEH6U] FamMIBGIOT]. @5FHMEW all([HHGCHTOLEL LicuorLilen 6or.

"6T6L6VIEMEIT EU(HG) 6TEUET (HMEF 6 60T LLI6TT&F

Qameveorm HmUGCU ermuilesr ¢p6LE 6V 6T

allflyemensd sflmer CHAFTEH 6uHS

aBHASHT CHTL 606 LOMLILIEL eTETMID” (LO(HSE&6V)-10)

ETEILD UML6VITeL 6TaiTMID @600 @(hIHE HL 6T pHMID Wafly allBHCHTOUMES FLD
sLeLWTS Gurhiler] erearuamg AMIbHE CSTETaTELLD.

gmis HILsefllsd Quilgid CuTHMUULL WHADT®H M alGHECHTOLD IhGLD. @6L6LMLD
eTuug.  AMH SADWISESE SBHHUULLGCHT. GIGUTeL alBHCHTOUNILD @QereomEHHeT (b
UGHWISEGCal &HHBHUULL G PFOTS QUHHSTYID H6Tener ey eUbhHUGEEG HMHS
2 66 6meN LML S8 aujsHemen HLaSHSHS pHMILLML HTeL&flL BHITLD &T6uwr(WigSl6TmE).

QgmeoasTUWD QUETENNEG @ev&S6D Famibd QUIT(RG aNBHCHTOLIEL LIGGITLITL DL LD
Cej5CYH FamiFlTmEI. HheueTEpeu@h aNHHCHTOLNIS @ SN @h JAHSMILD UGSHSIeTarTi.
FMs @Qeu&sHWmiseaflsv Gmeveustt QUTHET CHLE QFLHGMEHH STIANHMSHH GCHTHUNLLD
QemeLId QUG QuI@ET CHlg eubFl, H6ir Wemealud, &HOSHTGL, HAOUUTS
QUMPUSHSHTHALD, all(HHCHTLUOL QAFLMGDHSTHOD QUTIHET CHLEF QFLGTEHS FamIH6HTMIT6H.

allpHCHTLLE eTaT@Id Geoustailmwéd QsuwmgHeujser Qur@Beamnert urGuBLhd Colg
AmiHuiled ummOM CUTEUTHSHET eTTHIGHTMIY  eueTEHeU]. FhISLLLEUTHT ail(hHCHTLDLIMEL
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QI MISHID QL RISET LLEUTGLD. UT&HELTH CHIGHeL allBhIleary eufi@id (P& CaHTaTS)
Guay|b ClLeseTm6uT HHMIEMETTT LIMTLEVITEL JIMILI(LPIGSH6TME).

3160601 eomuilgId eNbHFGIEUFET 2 6usGLd

(W6LEMEL HT6TM SHMLINGT QLD6LEOIWIEL” (D 142)

eTeorm)| Lemerailuilest @efll LIGITL&men FHemeveust Hlameardgil uTFULSTS @hS Hbenevor
UMTL60 SIemLobHGI6Teng) (Balakrishnan, 2004a). efl(hHCHTLDLIMEL HLD &FELPSLD CUTHMIWSHMD(G &I 660G 6T
uew 2.6ur(h. SGTOMW STVSLLGH6L QUEBLOLTEONET LO&HGHET 2 EMEYSHHTSH CFLEID 2amemIGIL
pLNNGBHSE]. QHHmeEW FupFHTWSHSH allBHCHMTOUL @ Hofl wILrs CUTHOHUULL G
elwudevemev. GGLUSHO(BSG BILIGET 2 Mmaiud Mmad eaajs5gHs SHHCHTEH
L&&ELSHG 2mallmerl  Guewilwd, SldTmUWL euafsHg GCuTHOWF. UHU ADSHT6L
USI(PSHISMETS Sl (P& Wweofhgid, YHw Qumhlsmersd CasL(BL, @6ragms aueamjsHgi,
uflg gGlelub GuUTSEHWWL, BILE QFUHsmeart Qubm SiMe Qubm eumpw  Guy
A55M0ESHUDEG QHHSHG. ASHMeL FM6hT allBHIHMTL LGIOL TeTCMH FnMIe]. UTDESMEEH G
SlQUUEMLWITET Ji@TmUWD  Mlenauud euami&H@GL eumuileons all(pHCHTOU ellaTriSlulg).
@aarmeugmer @evevmGHmaL NMH&TGHGHeuT CuTHM mITeL&eT QuinHmler). &e0lmsgSg L uyefluiley
QewmIQsTELTf umgw urLeL e6im elGHCHTOUIGT umiemu  HOUNSHGTDE.
GumssesHeL @MHs alfjsmen &(LPG&EH LHHEISEHL GG 2 oL CUTHID (LP&HLD WEVFHF
SILIHGE 6T60 ForMFGOTMITE.

“@I(BHH T IHLD eumlieu(bLd Qb (H T L|6vor6ur

GLOGTGLOGID (P& W@k CGeomy GumevLl

U@GHETIPLD &(PSIET(LPLD STGLD W|6ToT6voTLI

UGID(PSLD LOOFTEUTENNS &TEUoTLOI6H &ITesorLAl6H” (&L1.8aTLDLITIGUIS)I)

6T6OTM] LIMIQUI6TTENIT. &M &MTeuHl6L GBHLDU UMD FUPSHTW MHEITMOSSHTS LO6TGH6 HL &S
Geueuttiglw QTewor(HR eUMTPEUTS S@HSLUULL G IIGTLYLD 2 MPLULLD  euMIMOU|D  SiETemMmIL
GRLUSH T gHFHTONS afleThiSlueTeng|.

Pig 6|60

2 eu&l6L 2 6iTenm eTeL6LM 2 UNFlETMISEDHLD 2 Ul UTLDHETMETT. Y60TM6L LOENGEHT DL (HLD &T6dr
QUMP&Hmas BLEGHEHDME. Qubemsuildr Q@ Gamiser & YD UYL @6n6UTHE)
2 UGG GELUL FUPSHTW QUIMTEASHGLD QLUUMLIWITS MU IhGLD. gl bHemeo
GmmHG UIUTLUTS QWG @drmpw el GhLuHMmG Gomuilarm  BHLES
QomuremSGLD Ceustmiqul HeLeL QeTmMW  FLPedleL GHWLUSHMS Gmmuilei HLSHS
QouTeBSGLD GCeusirigwl Hevev HhFHmarsamer QeuaflluuGHFd Curg GSGELOULD 6ETETEID
oy @ Camuileons Qumedley QuMILD.
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