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Abstract: It is the Sangam literature that is a testament to the antiquity of the Tamil language and a repository of
Tamil culture. Such Sangam literature has continued to be read in one form or another since its inception. The
Sangam literature, which was considered oral literature, was read aloud through recitation and singing. It can be
seen from the verses of Nannul that the reading continued till the time of Sage Bhavananthi, who composed
Nannul, which is considered a dependent of the book of Tolkappiyam. The advent of the printing press in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries made the Sangam literature hidden in paper prints accessible to all. This
article summarises the continuous reading of Sangam literature from aural reading, which is known to have been
the case during the Tolkappiyam period, to today's online reading.
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(P EI6DT

2 U&HIEL 2 6rmem  LIpemLOWITETT  QOMLOIGET  6p6lCleuMeMID  QIGTETEMOWITET @6V SHEIRIG6I
uevelMemmsd  Seilas5CH  Camany  alamhGHearmer.  eualesSHUmGCaT  HDELWMLHSGaT6T
LLPEMDSGGD CQUHMDSGGD 2 MM&SELMHE|D HHLPHETMET. SUHSHMEHUI LLPWDELGBLD Eev&HEIMISET
SMOMIGET LD &SLHGID SDAWLMH Cu&EDd &ESHMTL  QSTLJh UTH&SSILUL (B  el(hEeTmenT.
Sleuelamauned FIMUIPLD  SeI(HSEpHGD  CUMULL  LPmWU 2 6Ll &hs  @e0sHHUIhG6T
@entmena|d HlemeoQUOM eleaThi&Hs SMJEUID enel STLHCHTMID UTASSILL (R QUHSCHWLMGLD.
QaTELSTUINLT &MV QFHTLMIS @eTenmul SEUNUCUTMS SO eUmIUIID &his @6L&HSIIMIGET
SINWOUCRD, SpumUbUC G QubHIOSTEICL.  Q(h&HImeT. Fhie &STeold SO @evsHHUInhSefer
QUTDHSTELLD €T6ITEMILD  H(HSHHTEHESHHHON(BHGH LMMILL(H UL UHw Camaumsailed &his QeosHILD
SLIMUILL (R QI@Beusmng @QeiTemnmill ylla|safled srau(pladmgl. &THCHTMID Fhis @6L&HEIMIG6NT
AMAGSULUL(HahS (DEODSEMETLD, FLO&ML &Fh&E @QesHEHW eurdlly @GNS alasEGeauts
Q&5 (Hemguler CBT&SLMGLD.

Fh& Qev&HHILGH 60T LOMT6ITL| S 61T

LLPhSLOILPTHeNeH eumpeliicd HbhGHemeIsemer (bR SHILly MEUSGSILLL SHenepHUICD Fhis
QeHHWMIGET  eTeoreLMDd. Qemer QHTMSW|D  UTLELISAW  QeLSHMSELD,  AeuMNNHG
@Qevsaaunne alah@Gd CHTOSTUINLIALD 616TM) QUMIWMIGHS Q&MeTareomd. &.(p. 500 (P&6L
&.19. 200 euemyuilevmen &ML L K&GaTled CHmeTDILImUCUL! Fh& @ELSHILIMRIGET 6T6TMCILITE|ETEST
STeuemeIlIL(pemm SLOIPMIEHTHET LeOITID gMHMIGC&TeTanILL B eubhH(HSHEIDG. @ @eVHSHIILD
SIGET  SIEMOLILMQILD, 2 6L SSSSHTEID  STLMRISLHG 6UTIPLD (THTLUHMES &FhS QeSS WMISCerT
SMLEDHS FMETMIGETS SlenbhGleTares. @elaumm &STELRIGET L SLHGID FHOPGLOTLHIUT6T
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QUBEDLDGEMETL  LHMETHMILD  FhEG  QeusSHmiseiles  OTEULSmeT  AOETHET  LIeO(HLD
LeLELMMHMMEMID  HDULNGGleTTerent]. SealemSHUNCD SLOPMIEHT 6U.&L. LOTEMN&GSHD, "SLOILD COMHSS
2 UN@GID 2 LIDLLD 6T6TM WH&HSHHHHS Fhis QeLHGHIID 6T6TUG QUEHLDUTILD &MTHL eumpe| UmMIs
Famid GV SAILTGLD. HSUIQUTHET @eVSHWID 6Tt QuWy  QUOGLINEID, @evevm
QUMPEGHGS QF TLIUTET 2 60&6F CFLSHSHEHD, QUMMSES GLHELSEHD, AT,  Gumfliled
QBHISEHLD, 2 WIhG ETEuuIMSEEL, HELEL INGSMTPESRISERD QeuallevsEHwimiseamsd b6 D
Qzefleunseald QUTHHS HLSHTMeT 6TeoIm) FhiG QeVSHIGH 6T UGBS FaMl|eTenTiy
(Manickam, 2017).

Qeueurm &ML&HMG QUM &HaNMGHETE aNMAIGD Fhis QELSEIMIGET FLOILDLOMHSTEHETTeL
L (Geveors LNMAWLTA  JINEGTHTID  SWPDHGH UTASSIUL B, eUMMIET 2 L &(h &SI SH&6T
SIMUILL (B UBSHSKTMETT. 26086 QELSHIIMRISEET 2 WITHHEUDEDD 6T6LEVMD SYUIhHGH SHM
omilg6r  QEwWng evilg D CuMiEh &H& "@EuUETD BHIOOTEIHG 26086 Q&HESWLSHDG
QUNISMLIQ"  6T6TeDID  [ITEOIL @MU (Reter  Leiteu@dld UGHST QeueNBIl L MiEpIseiler &his
QeusAIl UTAINNG @ USLOTE  DDhGIETaTss 66aIGH  Fameond. "HUODSG Selenguiiied
QL QMAs sealmguiwedefsmmid WOHMID LIMULLG; eNWIUSGTILG; SiGHeneT MG
SHEFIWONS eUMLLILS HOL GG GBI al(hdG UG QeTu ASHTEALL HLD LmGWeOT@GLD.
SBleL Halng JSHALETMILD LDELWETMID UGSSUAUDMIETTE. MG @@k GOUILGS HneCamaibd
sbs  Gubur@eaLw  Beoluur@urlenll LWaUGSHSGID 2.§Hujd 2 eleter.  GemeuBTL(HL
Cumed&aHaNEhI&HeT  QUBLUTGeM] BLSSH6UBLD CUTENFCFTHMEISH6IT  6TLEVTUMMMSE  SHITLLq 6VILD
S6saNmHUNIL QeI L (PMMEG gOMmE. CFcualuled &FMjhs SLOLDSSNG UL
CLmeu&sHalEhI&HeT S(@HLD UMEIIL. MDEMES HHGHQUSHNG WHHSTH 2 66T @\ 6TLIRIGm6T
55 &EHI00G.  HLOPL 26T HSHMS  HaNmGHSHT  HMGeumId  @eveons  QUIIGID
QUTBSHLOLELTEH 2 emalllicd  SqliLemL. Q& MO 6 SMWLLUNMHGeT QWIRIGHeTmesT  (Sirpi
Balasubramaniyam & Neela Padmanabam, 2013)."

CGev  FaMweummmed LML SSHLOD IHGTHaTN6T  eumpeiluisd  SHaTEhFIDTEHIL  Fhis
QELGEHIIMIGEHT  STLMIGLHE WL (H6LELMDEL  HEVRSLHGHID  UTHASSLILGE I  6T6TLMS
2_IL1&G)|6V0TT6VITLD.

§Mi% @Qeu&&HIWmIGafleL euTLIALMLHS &om) s 6T
§MH& QeSHEWMGMeT "affu|sHl UTLL&HET 6T, "eumUQLMA  @eusHILIMISET  6T6TmILD
BBCaIm aumEIUTL (H&HEG6T ANEHTSHET QIMSLILIGSS 2 60 I6Ternssi).

Qg.Qum.Ll, sieufsellesr, LTS eUMLQLIAWITSL UM eubgHmsL NeTUMHMS SHMmIeIeL6D
FRIGL LOQIT&ET LM UIenLOUITed - Umemijshefledt UM (hd FamIiGHeT Level] LML eL&aTed SimLDG 6L
QuiIeLGL" 6TETEMID FoMMMEL FhiS QELEHHUIMIGET EUTLCLMAULITE QKIS QUHH (H&SHHF(HLD 6TETLIS
@(HAUMM| L|UEITHED &TeuTeLMD (Meenakshi sundaranar, 2012). @edeumm eumUQLTA @QeLEHHUIRISHETTS
QHe §hE QSSRGS LD HMEV(PMDEEHSHEG eUMLQLMA cpeorsGel LML G&meeolilL (h
QUBHSH (HSH6TM6. P&HCaI, FhIG HTLHSL GFaleufl euTHUICU HSPHEBHSSH 6TETLMS ADILIELTLD

Qealleulfl eumslLiy

QUMUQALTH  QeLEHIUIS FamiGemenr 2 6L &HW RS QSHIIRSGEHT, CHTELSTUILNWIT
SMHOSTL (R QFall auflimaGel auTHESUILL G b (h&Elemmet.

"urL b CUTMMEL CHLL6me [hl6n6ars & 60
QLEM] EFMIHEIEMEU HMDAITEH CHLL 6D
RMHGMN CaLCumstt Q@sTmH CHLLINM
Qu@bs BIeOH NemLpUm g e0Geur
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WseMH GCaLl e (WermWMhEH 2 6nsESLWD"

6T60TemID  QBmeLSTUINLE HDULT umully 2.6mF el UML) &Fhis ST H QFalail
QevsAl Ul HsPHSSHGEF Fmeim USTHTIMG (Subramaniyan, 2006). GLOEYID, CIGTELSTLILTLIIY
&e0adl MMMV "FIHEL" 6T6aIYID  QFmeLELTCLCW GMIUNLGemenmy. &evell &MHMeL GQUTHL(B'S
& 606062607 &emevelenlLL NfH&l Q&6LEUMS, "e&MLIIF6Yy" 161G M Qg meLSTUILNWIY
UmSLILEGSSHWeenmy. QAFTOLSTUNLIGHDGL L6dT 6T(PhG ASLQUTHET HIOSEHLD  eHDHIflemeuLl
ummdl 2 mIGHGHlETeTHTeL QHTLSTUNWT &STLHHMHGL Wetemid CFaleufl @QevdHl  eumdiiy
ASMLIHG UbHGSADSG TaLUMmS 2 MTUPGEHDS. GG @OCUIL" "@FHTOL  RBBTEDLD
Q5& GCeUGLITID" 616N  6REMEMEUIIMTHI6N LML 6D eUfl&End &hi&s &TuHSHL QoHS CFalalf
urdlly  nsregHed  QFTLIHS  eubSHGLUUMSCW 2 THHHDG.  CQFHTLSTILNLIG 6o
EMILUBITONSS &SHSLLGLD Hettenmened @uimmiul Leueh (L eshleu L

"QEFaT eumUTs GbEhd SHeesTSHS

CaLLsmeu CaHL(Boisned LT 2 6T16aM5H%H SenGHH!"

sTeorm GOIUILIg(h$H0OMTL  LlhSILTT  STeudHlevd  Qeallallfl eumdfly HsLHS
QUBSH(HLLMS 2 6wl (PIQ&MG (Thirugnana Saambantham, 2009). @eleumm &mi& &ML QHTLMHH
Qealeulfl eur&les epeolons L @evsSmIGeT GUTHDUUL (G UTHISTESLILL (BLD 6lbhSI6Terneor.

S1F&U Ul §his @eusHEHw eumSLiLLDd

QamesmuNly  &TeHASTLER  CQFaleuflunsl UL RCSLSUIULL.  §Fhe  Qe0&HEIMIGET
HeTem_&eMled  epemeu&Falgdafled  6PSUULE  UTHBTESUULE  eubGer.  USASTETUSTLD
BIOOT6OIgeT  NOUGSH eumulgd  BEHSOD @ELESEIRIGET LGID cReMEVF&HAIG&HETHGEI
Qohe auhger. s QUIHSTRGaTeT Sau(HlgLUTe cRemevFaaIq&Healled SIfluD HaneouNedmhs
SO QeLGHIMIGET SIFSH HILSHETS ellgalld Cumment. SLOPMIETHeT &.enel. STCLOTSHD NeTemer,
o Geu. &MOBTH KW PACUWMHET HHBLAUEHL WHWMHEILTED 6R6m6VE 86U &AM  SHEMTUITENTSEHSHSE
Qenywins QHe FhsG QESAIIRGET STHHHHL USINESIUL (R Heneotummen. @Qeuaimm &Fhis
QeLGHEIIMRIGET SFHHTOLSATEHI LS CSHTLRISW @QUGUSTID BHIOMTEIGET CHTL_5& STe0sSleL
SIUATNLSHELIRIGHE 6T SLOIDPLDSSe6IT LI6V (LD (LI UuT6sTM60TI. LOEDMLDEDIGVULILG ST,
ufHMMHESmeVEh), ulemew &eafl. CoumisL&mh, @rm. @QIT&eN QWRIST)Y, (. @UrEHel KUIRIST,
QeeLaUCHFTMLY, B.(p. CaIRSLEMDH BILLMY, LISLT (p. eursyrgermy Gumsim &LOIPMIEhTHerT
Fhs QeusHILmGmaT QUIhEH SOM UM HOULSESmET BHIL&HETTS  CleleaNsC&Teun]hg 6or).
SLOLPMEh 1T & 6rfl6oT 855608 S IMUENS SIS &T6L &Mhis Bev&Hwimiserfleot L& S6i
SLODWESaNenL G Qaran® CeyssuulLCHMH  AeUaNLGSHRSHMET THGGD 3 TaIGmGU|LD
&ESEHES JOUGSSe.

LJUleL S SHILMIS EHLD LOMIeUTSILILLD

@eueurm STELRIGET LV SLHGID gCHT 6@ oumsUlled THGSIULE IbhS &his
QeL&AIIMmIGET @Q6Tmeneyd HeneoQUDMIeTener. HalsdGleusHme Ui Sreoigul Qemmmul QevsHEul
2 &L FhSG @QEUSHWIMIGET eTeuaMm) UTHSGSUUL(H UIHHTMEST  6T60TLIMS  6TEHUIGUITILILITTSHS
Gev6uig U|6ITeS).

Wiy, ghaLd, pemg 6Teals UL &HMG QMIGS WsL UDHMSEASTENE, INLGS WS MmSS
ShGEHEOLI  UJDUMIE QFTHH 6160165  SHGHSHDUTHTEL, @QevdHl  auanjésl CHRIGHME
6TEOTLIGHISHITEST 2_650T6MLD.

M&s  Qe&AWGHD LWETUGRSHUUL (ReTen  QETHHEHL  OHTLIMLLLSEHD  (LP(DES
sbHwiuGn  Geuemenuiled, SUNTEH  (heumMSUNDL  FLOLWTHL  CuTHTDE.  @6memmul
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SLOPISHEMTEL FMIG QeodHHw  Qumpluilesr afIGw Lwmeés Quicors  Heneoulled, SNTH &6
STHHOPHG CUTHETMEI. 66UQIT(H STOLSLLSHHID QeSHHUIL LML LILTEShSEHD, CmLpIL
uwerumr@d  Quilgid  wMMIUEGD  &WWedled  LNTHSEHSGD  UTEFSTSHELHGLWMeT  QenLClouear
afleusnL&eimg  6T160Im  Sylleumenflet  HBHMEG  WPMHAID  UDESENESHD @IS
(Murugesapandiyan, 2011).

Cgyld, BHefsr @eusHwGams aN(GLE UTHGGL UTFSTSHELD Fhe QevsSHngansr g
UMITUpsLOnsS @;UUs, 'Helssn QeusHweaunHesepsGn LINSSHLRSESGSL QL ulled
SOSHELHGL  UeoluLng  Quil  &euj o eengl.  gGHT  HMPS  HLMIUNGD  Lig ST
LOMEOUTEU&@pLD, UMLLD BL GG A6 CUITAFWTHEpD WL (RD WLINVGHAILSMSS &Llg PL (LD,
BLO&QGETE  6T60TM @GRS CUTGL CuTESG 2 6Tng. 2608658 bafkl UL Lumerjseler
2_6OTEOIGHLOMET LIHLLIL|G6m6T QLTeUSSHIL 60T QUTHEHTMOUTHET Fal, SN OINLSGHIL LenL LILSemer
QBB et Gume  LUm&saNs&eTmen. Ceneobml(hd SHMeumUeUTeTIHeT, iflervL ML 16601
Helleng Quicd' BHIOL @Q@hEH Hoemileneusd QFTLRIGSH6Tmey. Hhlempl QUTMISHSeusmnruiled
QamevsTUNWLIfle QFHTELSTUNUD HIEOL @QBHE NLIHESSH CSHTLREEITD, LeO(HD eTNUILILL 65
umy&&eoimenty. Qe mugomen®  euFOTOMIL  UpedOWITer SO  @Qe0SSHIIL  LenL LiLSHenern
SOLIMTeMR &6 UTHLUUG 'USSTD LFOGHHID 616TH CUTEGS SLOLHL Heva &M 6T6TLINSS
selenslev Qamenar Cealewullg U|eTeng" 6T6TmID YUIQSGHBHHH 2 WITHHS STE6OMD (Murugesapandiyan,
2011).

ABHHCUTHVID, QetTemmit  eumpeNiedlsd gHUEL LUMEFSHLHL WLIMIUTESEHD, HHEFFLH6L
LIMUTHSERLD  WINeGSHILRIGmaT GCHTEHL LSS MaIsHmE 66IGCH FameLld. Il .HTaIg),
QampeLBILL  euerfFHumed  allempeuns  SifhFGUGLD  @uIDams  euaThisealssr  HlenevsmiL
PenedGLEUT(pS Fhs SMTHGH WS F L0l Sbgmermul amfleEGn GChamel gnUEHME.
@germed Mg QeosHD Weteurfliyg QFulLGEMEI.

"HeisT @euSHWUTHSEG WLINLSGHIID 6TEHNTOIH L6V, 6R(HEUMSBUND GCHEFLOMTEIEF 6T6ILI
Uilhg Q&meuGL 6oT. & Lpedliied, @Q6iTm HEAHG UG SLOLP&SSS6T QUINHEmS eueTd GMSHIS &HeUM6eD
QzieN&Heimg. Qbhmeoulesd Fmis QeSHWIL  LmLLLSHT SHHHfEGD Qumend  LN6iTLe0s
SMLA&eM umdi CuEsHSET CoHemauwins o etener. ST &g urgbuflw HeoluriNed @QLhss
G&MNHHS HauId C&meTar, &hie QEESHIDGTET PTG 2 6Tang. CLEID FhsHsH Henewgmy
aMP&Gms GMNHH Uit cpeold SRS QFHTHILGMGUID oL WmandHemguld B G haunss
(PlgUID"  6T6TM  FamieuGeiepevld Bl  QesHWITHGEHD, Bhaltr UTEFSFHEHLD  LLPHSLOLD
QeL&EILIMIGMETS CSTLIHE 6UTHES Coluqligen SeuflwsHms 2 ey (PL&HME (Murugesapandiyan,
2011). @ettemmul Hlemeouled &FMhis QeLSHEIIMRIGHND FLOEOIIL GMNSSH Ul6| &6 CleaueaNeal b eTment.
LINLSHIIRISND FaMULL L LSS MIUTHALIL CQFwILh&eoTmen.

Plg.6 60y

2 0B (WP(PEUGILD CQUBHASTOOTL UTHSSUUL(H (PLRKIS 2 6Tengl.  Hevailfleneollmigen
WLSSUULL ML SO  Spuiejeudled GCsHeeD  gmuUl(Remanamd MIGS @QUIOTH. eI
QHHmEH 2 usealll QUTHI(PL &S STLHHID Qenemnl QUHLITE Fhe Q&AWL GMNSS
LD UL emm&EHD, QFLOLMNS &HSHTHGHRSEID CQSTLIHhH HHELPHSEUGICIID 2 6Terer.
QhhsLpe&eT SUiaj&ed gnulL QL alalomuws HMGaGalmild GmmeEs QuIIaIGCHTH, &Fhis
Qe&HEWMGET QHTLIHE eUTHEHSLILGUSHES HmiGeNmil o migene Ll eermibd Q&mearemLd.
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