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Abstract: The "American dream" is known to be the model of opportunity, an 

indication of America's exceptional destiny, where one and all can welcome 

himself and get what he merits. Tragically, the fantasy of Edward Albee in the 

play composed by him in 1960 ended up being very a long way from this 

thought. In the play, Albee obliterates the picture of his incredible nation. He 

appears the American dream even with an attractive, yet a rationally mangled 

Young Man, without the capacity to cherish, accept, trust, however, is 

prepared to do anything for cash. So the Young Man gets the wealthy Mommy 

and Daddy with the main aim of getting cash, regardless of how however 

much as could be expected. Yet, surprisingly his entry in their home uncovers 

the mystery that the bosses kept for their entire lives. When they had 
embraced a kid - his twin sibling - and he began hollering with great swears. 

At that point the guardians did not falter to assuage him (directly in the soul of 

"dark amusingness"), they put out his eyes, tore out his hands, hauled out his 

tongue. At the point when the receptive youngster finally kicked the bucket, 

his sibling on the opposite part of the bargain encountered a religious passing: 

his heart all of a sudden wound up numb, he was as though torn from his 

body, and from that point forward he can't love, feel empathy or some other 

emotions. 
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Introduction 

 

 The American opens in a dull condo in 

the post-WWII America, with its setting 

reminiscent of the British kitchen-sink 

dramatization, where the heroes Mommy and 

Daddy are situated in their easy chairs. 

Youngberg, (2009) states that the couple is 

coming up for some assessed visitors, 

however, they are late, and Mommy 

understanding that individuals can pull off 

anything nowadays. In that association, she 

begins to tell the story of her acquiring a cap 

the earlier day, yet Daddy does not appear to 

focus on his loquacious spouse. Mom feels on 

edge, and by brutal her significant other 

persistently, she verifies that he in actuality 

listens carefully to her. Mom at that point 

continues her account of cap purchasing, 

disclosing to Daddy how upbeat she was with 

her beige cap until she met the Chairwoman of 

her ladies' club, who demanded that the cap 

was wheat. Mom felt irate and returned to the 

top shop for an intermediary. They demanded 
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that the cap was white, however, Mommy 

made a scene in the shop, and in the long run, 

got another cap and in this manner inferred 

'fulfillment' (Wiarda, 2018).  

  

2. Materials and methods 

As a qualitative research, this article 

depends on library research. The play will 

constitute the database for this research. The 

bulk of the analysis will be particularly in the 

American Dream play. As a critical study in 

modern literature.  The concern is in the 

manner of handling the logic images of the 

American society. The focus will, therefore, be 

on the characters′ acts, actions, and the setting, 

as they help in shaping the objectives of the 

study.  

 

The American Dream 

As distinguished in its presentation, 

The American Dream is the story of the 

"American Scene" expired turned; a Scene 

exemplified here by a savage Mommy, 

weakened Daddy, and disillusioned Grandma. 

The play envisions what is left of the American 

Dream in their mutual family unit. 

Daddy, into "The American Dream," is 

quiet throughout a wife either only views him 

so a source of financial than emotional 

validation. Mommy claims, "I hold the correct 

to stay away from you because I married you, 

or because I used to pass you come about top 

concerning me or conflict you ugliest; then I 

have the right in imitation of every you money 

now you die" (Albee, 1961, pp. 59). Here Albee 

illuminates or the dedication on marriage is 

reduced according to a sexual-financial 

transaction. Daddy is less a person than a good 

husband. Daddy, during the path concerning 

the play, just utters an original thought; 

alternatively, he simply acts as a sound on 

what would otherwise stay Mommy's shallow 

monologue. Their dialog is hollow. Mommy 

exclaims "... and so, I offered it" and Daddy 

repeats "and so you bought it" (Albee, 1961, 

pp. 59). When Daddy fails to reiterate where 

Mommy says she scolds him "What did I 

simply say?" (Albee, 1961, pp. 59). In the play 

even are two situations where Daddy intones 

something other than accord including 

mommy. The preceding is then he asks 

Mommy in imitation of enabling Grandma 

following continues to be upon past noon. In 

2d instance on Daddy's sickly defiance that 

wishes according to consider "the 

professionals and ..." over launch the door 

(73). Ellipses show his hesitance to also finish 

a thought as opposed his wife's command. 

Mommy clips this conversation by way of 

refusing according to moot then commenting 

on Daddy's masculinity. Though his character 

looks submissively acquiescent to Mommy, she 

does no longer strive according to provide 

greater than a superficial validation 

concerning Mommy. He does not endeavor, 

according to provide somebody insights 

because of her. In the platform instructions, 

Albee instructs the performer in imitation of 

make Daddy "snap [...] to" as much condition 

she had been sleeping or "toneless" so that 

listens according to Mommy. Neither character 

invests in their spouse. 

For the occasion, Mommy's mom, 

Grandma, enters from the groups, "full down 

with boxes, incredible and little, painstakingly 

wrapped and tied". She doesn't appear to 

gracious to her little girl, as clear from her 

direct answer to Mommy's request concerning 

the substance of the container: "That is 

Nobody's damn matter of fact". Leeway her 

crates at Daddy's feet, Grandma Starts 

troublesome how the old is upset at 

conversing with anybody, as individuals 

continue raging at old people. She says, "That 

is the reason elderly folks individuals bite the 
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dust, in the long run. Individuals converse with 

them that way". 

As Grandma goes out to bring the 

remainder of her crates, Mommy reviews how 

Grandma has consistently been capable of 

wrapping boxes wonderfully. When she was 

youthful and poor, Grandma would cover her 

lunch box for school so well that Mommy 

would not have the heart to open it. Her 

recognition conjures the bygone eras when the 

mother and her girl had a decent relationship, 

and Grandma would fill Mommy's lunch boxes 

with her uneaten supper in the previous night, 

and Mommy would take turn around her lunch 

from school for Grandma to eat. (Pandey, 

2016). 

Mama has turned out to be rich after 

wedding Daddy, and she supposes she has a 

privilege to utilize Daddy's cash however she 

sees fit trade of giving her better half a chance 

to engage in sexual relations with her. 

Grandmother considers Mommy a tramp, and 

reviews how she has been a shark directly 

from her youth who constantly needed to wed 

a rich man. 

The chimes rings and the pair imagine 

that the assessed guests, the 'van individuals', 

have finally at home. The ringer continues 

ringing for a subsequent time, as Daddy sets 

aside some effort to reexamine his choice, yet 

Mommy is firm that they should make up their 

psyches. As Daddy opens the entryway, Mrs. 

Barker enters, and in the absurdest kidding, 

Grandma says that she is aware of the premise 

of Mrs. Barker's visit. (Youngberg, 2009). 

As Mommy leaves the phase to bring 

some water for her visitor, Mrs. Barker 

requests that Grandma clarify her visit. The old 

woman gives the visitor an unpretentious clue: 

twenty years prior, a couple like Mommy and 

Daddy lived in a loft very like their condo with 

an elderly person particularly like Grandma. 

The main distinction was that "they were all 

somewhat younger". They reached a selection 

specialist, much the same as Mrs. Barker, of a 

close by reception administration, especially 

like Mrs. Barker's Bye-Bye Adoption Service, 

and were excited to get their 'blunder of 

happiness'. 

However, things didn't turn out as 

considered by that pair like Mommy and 

Daddy. The child, or the 'blunder', in any case, 

didn't look like both of its folks. That was at 

rest by hook or by crook convenient, however 

one night it sobbed hysterically, and its mother 

said it just had eyes for its daddy. Mrs. Barker 

reacts that in such a case, any self-regarding 

lady would have gouged those eyes directly 

out of its head, to which Grandma answered 

that the mama had done as such. In any case, at 

that point, "it kept its nose up in the air", and 

even worse, "it began to develop an interest in 

its you-know-what". Mrs. Barker answered 

that in such a holder the guardians more likely 

than not ended the child's hands; Grandma 

revealed to her that they originally remove its, 

guess what. The resolved kid, be that as it may, 

at present put its hand under the spreads, 

searching for its you-recognize what, so the 

guardians needed to remove its hands at the 

wrists too. Likewise, its language must 

disengage as it had called its mama filthy 

names one day. In the long run, the 'angry' 

blunder kicked the bucket; its folks, searching 

for fulfillment, required the selection specialist 

to their condo to request a discount. Mrs. 

Barker, on the other hand, neglects to value 

the significance of Grandma's story and ways 

out to get her water 

The doorbell rings once more, and this 

occasion a Young Man presents himself. 

Grandmother reports, in a sort and great voice, 

that he is the American Dream. He looks well-

known to Grandma. The Young Man clarifies 

the reason for his landing: he is searching for 

work and would do nearly anything for cash, 

and the loft resembled a 'possible structure' to 
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him. Grandmother inquires as to why he is 

remaining by to do any work for money, and 

he answered that he should satisfy his 

inadequacy. Grandmother again asks what that 

implies, because evidently, the individual 

looked total in each perspective. 

Pal, (2015) explaines that the Young 

Man answered that his mom kicked the bucket 

at labor, and he never knew his dad. In any 

case, he came to realize that he was not the 

only one in the placenta, and had an 

indistinguishable twin, with whom he was 

isolated while still youthful. The Young Man 

reviews how to close up a bond he had regular 

with his twin sibling: their hearts beat at a 

similar heartbeat, and their stomachs 

throbbed simultaneously as they wept for 

nourishing. After the division, he has endured 

incalculable unexplainable misfortunes. He felt 

like his heart being twisted from his body, and 

he has turned out to be not able to love; his 

eyes were consuming, and from that point 

forward he has been not able to see anything 

with pity and warmth; another 'particular 

misery' has made him unequipped for physical 

lovemaking; even he has been not able to feel 

and contact as though his hands have been 

evacuated. 

Grandmother mumbles in leniency and 

says that she was shameless past and never 

knew the Young Man, however, maybe she 

knew somebody, especially like him "who may 

have ended up being particularly similar to 

[the Young Man has] ended up being". 

Grandmother feels that the Young Man is the 

incredible interchange for the faulty blunder of 

the guardians of her story, yet Mommy and 

Daddy. She says that he is going to land the 

position he is searching for.   

Mrs. Barker enters, and Grandma 

reports the Young Man as the Van Man who 

has come around remove Grandma close to 

her containers. As he conveys her crates 

outside, Grandma Whispers to Mrs. Barker 

how she has intended to fathom the situation 

of Mommy and Daddy. Grandmother at that 

point plants, title towards the crane, and 

guaranteeing the Young Man that all will be 

disclosed to him. Mrs. Barker reports to 

Mommy and Daddy that their concern is 

settled and that the Van Man has come and 

removed Grandma with every one of her 

assets. Close cry, Mommy says that it is 

without an answer because the Van Man isn't a 

sureness yet their advancement. While Daddy 

solaces Mommy, Grandma turns out close to 

the footlights on the stage, unmistakable just 

to the crowd, anticipating watch the resulting 

occasions (Bloom and Hobby, 2009).  

Mrs. Barker declares the Young Man as 

the substitute for the damaged blunder, which 

satisfies Mommy as she requires a gathering. 

Everybody is upbeat, as they have what they 

have been searching for; Grandma tends to the 

group of spectators saying that she ought to go 

now, leaving the others as they seem to be, and 

offers the crowd goodbye. 

 

Finding 

In this story, Albee presents us with an 

American family, Mommy, Daddy, and 

Grandma. The dysfunction, including the 

characters is revoltingly unmistakable. As a 

ruling, Mommy weakens the Daddy and the 

Grandma is pressing up so the since quite a 

while ago dreaded *van man* can remove her, 

Mrs. Barker goes to the entryway yet nobody 

knows why she is there. An the focal point of 

the disarray, the American dream arrives. He is 

an attractive, delightful, shell of a man without 

inclination, life, and anything human. As the by 

and by to be embraced child, he is the perfect 

swap for the child that was harmed in the 

Mommy's exertion at flawlessness. He is the 

ideal bundle and the guarantee of long looked 
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for after fulfillment (Rajeshwar and Gorlier, 

2007). 

Conclusion 

The plays, of way, are more than moral 

stories of the American Dream. Yet, they are at 

any rate that, and we may take a gander at 

Albee's amount once more, hoping to discover 

these fundamentals figurative center and 

fixation on the American Dream–all through 

his work.  

Albee's moral story of the American 

Dream is unquestionably odd. The American 

Dream doesn't outline as that which one lives 

out or even as a belief system, yet as an 

individual and ownership. One potential 

perusing of this purposeful anecdote includes 

the immensely significant dramatic idea of the 

veil. Connected constantly, the twins are in 

some sense figures for the entertainer and his 

cover. The Young Man as the American Dream 

is a spread without a man after it, a portrayal 

without an individual. As he tells Grandma, he 

is a sort. The homicide of his twofold is the 

homicide of the man behind the veil, the 

disposal of the boisterous body—undoubtedly, 

the "blunder"— that can just shape itself into 

the ideal structure through its mutilation. The 

development of this damage is the Young Man. 

Accordingly Albee offers an evil record of the 

American Dream, envisioning it as a veil gutted 

of man and his overabundances. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

References 

Albee, E. (1961). The American Dream: Samuel French London. 

Bloom, H., & Hobby, B. (Eds.). (2009). The American Dream. Infobase Publishing. 

Pal, R. (2015). The Tragic vision in the select plays of Edward Albee. 

Pandey, B. D. (2016). Edward Albee: The Absurdist Perspective In His Plays (Vol. 1). Bhartiya Sahitya 

Inc. 

Rajeshwar, M., and Gorlier, C. (2007). Modern American literature. New Delhi: Atlantic. 



Vol 3 Iss 3 Year 2020                        Mohanad Naeem Hulaib et.al/2020 

Asian J. Interdicip. Res. 58-63 | 63 

Wiarda, H. (2018). Civil society: The American model and Third World development. London: Taylor 

and Francis. 

Youngberg, Q. (2009). Mommy's American Dream in Edward Albee's The American Dream. The 

Explicator, 67(2), 108-110. 

 

Funding: No funding was received for conducting this study. 

Conflict of Interest: The authors have no conflicts of interest to declare that they are relevant to 

the content of this article. 

About the License: © The author 2020. The text of this article is open access and licensed under a 

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License 

 

 

 


